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Dear D r .  Varmus: 

I t  was good t o  meet you and have y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  j o i n t  US- 
Japan Cancer Seminar l a s t  Jenuary i n  Hono lu lu .  

I am now i n v o l v e d  as a member o f  a committee p l a n n i n g  a s p e c i a l  s e r i e s  
o f  l e c t u r e s  t o  be h e l d  as a p a r t  o f  a course p resen ted  t o  young medica l  
and b iomed ica l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  he re  i n  Japan. T h i s  i s  sponsored by t h e  
Japan Medica l  Research Foundat ion which was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1973 f o r  t h e  
purpose o f  coopera t i ng  i n  n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  and medica l  ca re  measures 
b e i n g  taken on d iseases of unknown e t i o l o g i e s .  
f ounda t ion ,  w e l l  recognized,  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  pr ime m i n i s t e r  and a fo rmer  
m i n i s t e r  o f  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  s e r v i n g  as a d v i s o r s .  

T h i s  i s  a p r i v a t e  

The l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  i s  h e l d  a n n u a l l y  i n  January and we u s u a l l y  i n v i t e  two 
o r  t h r e e  f o r e i g n  s c i e n t i s t s  and about t e n  Japanese s c i e n t i s t s  t o  p r e s e n t  
t a l k s  o f  an hour  and a h a l f .  The dates f o r  1982 a r e  t h e  fou r  days f r o m  
January 5-8 and t h e  t o p i c  i s  recombinant DNA research.  S ince you have 
a p p l i e d  t h i s  techn ique  t o  t h e  unders tand ing  o f  v i r a l  and e u k a r y o t i c  gene 
exp ress ion  and r e g u l a t i o n ,  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  f rom you t o  t h i s  b a r t i c u l a r l y  
chosen group o f  young p r o f e s s i o n a l s  (average age about twenty-seven) 
would be t i m e l y  and c a r r y  g r e a t  impact .  

Your r o u n d - t r i p  economy a i r  f a r e  t o  Tokyo would be comp le te l y  covered, 
as w e l l  as a l l  l o d g i n g  and meal expenses a t  t h e  Oiso P r i n c e  H o t e l  where 
t h e  s e r i e s  w i l l  be h e l d .  There would a l s o  be a modest honorar ium. Oiso 
i s  l o c a t e d  f i f t y  m i l e s  south of Tokyo a t  t h e  seaside and t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  
t h e  s e r i e s  w i l l  be q u i t e  i n f o r m a l .  There shou ld  be some good o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  exchanges w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and l e c t u r e r s  and, perhaps more i m p o r t a n t  
t o  you p e r s o n a l l y ,  w i t h  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s e n i o r  people i n  Japan work ing  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  A l though t h e  e n t i r e  l i s t  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  n o t  y e t  
a v a i l a b l e ,  such i n d i v i d u a l s  as P ro fesso r  Y .  Takagi o f  Kyushu U n i v e r s i t y  
and Pro fesso r  I. Watanabe of Keio U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  be t a k i n g  p a r t .  ( D r .  
Watanabe and D r .  J .  D. Watson have been work ing  t o g e t h e r  toward t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  AMBO.) 

I apo log ize  f o r  hav ing  t o  say t h a t  I would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  y o u r  
r e p l y  j u s t  as q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e .  R e g r e t t a b l y ,  b u t  perhaps understandably  
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the way we a l l  function i n  our busy l i v e s ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  l a t e  in 
being sen t  t o  you. 
have your reply by very ear ly  l e t t e r  o r ,  even b e t t e r ,  by cable or 
telephone, i f  possible. My laboratory telephone i s  shown on the 
letterhead and my extension i s  2635; my home phone i s  (03)757-3100. 

For planning purposes, we would l i k e  very much t o  

I do hope you wil l  f ind i t  possible t o  come. 

Sincerely,  

Chief, Dept of Viral Oncology 

YI/jc 


